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Welcome Address to the Shepherd Warriors Conference 2025
Ladies and Gentlemen, Honored Guests, and Fellow Shepherd Warriors,

It is with a heart full of joy and gratitude that we come before you today to welcome
each and every one of you to the 2025 Shepherd Warriors Conference. It is not just
an event; it is a gathering of kindred spirits, a convergence of remarkable minds and
unwavering hearts united by a shared vision and purpose of "unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace."

This year’s conference carries a special significance as we continue to navigate
together a world filled with challenges, we present a community that is steadfast in
its commitment to growth, resilience, and transformation. As Shepherd Warriors,
we are called not only to lead but to inspire, nurture, and empower those around us,
cultivating a legacy of strength and compassion. As Shepherds we lovingly serve in
Christlike compassion. As Warriors we faithfully stand for biblical justice and truth
that exposes falsehoods and darkness that leads to idolatry and immorality.

Over the course of this conference, you will have the opportunity to connect with
extraordinary individuals, engage in enlightening discussions, and immerse
yourselves in transformative experiences. From the inspiring keynote addresses to
the thought-provoking and dynamic panel discussions, this gathering has been
meticulously designed to equip you with the tools, insights, and inspiration needed
to make a lasting impact upon those whom the Holy Spirit guides us to reach.

Let us also take a moment to acknowledge and celebrate the diversity among us. We
are leaders, learners, mentors, and visionaries, each bringing unique perspectives and
talents to the table from the Spirits call upon our lives. This diversity is strength—it
enriches our conversations, fuels our creativity, and propels us toward meaningful
change.

As we embark on this journey together, I encourage you to embrace the spirit of
curiosity and openness without compromise of the scriptures. Ask questions, share
your stories, and forge connections that will extend far beyond this conference. Let
this be a space where ideas flourish, courage is kindled, and dreams are reignited.

Finally, I want to express my deepest gratitude to the organizers, sponsors, and
volunteers who have worked tirelessly to bring this event to life. Your dedication and
passion have made this conference not only possible but extraordinary.

To all of you who have traveled from near and far: thank you for being here, for
lending your voice, and for contributing to the vibrant mosaic of this gathering. The
2025 Shepherd Warriors Conference is more than an event, it is a testament to our
collective strength and our shared belief in a brighter, more united future.
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Welcome, Shepherd Warriors. Together, let us rise to the occasion, embrace the
challenges, and create a legacy of courage, wisdom, and unity. Let the journey begin!

God’s Peace Be with you,
Pastor Henry J. Payden, Jr.

Ephesians 4:15-16
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Dr. Ed Uszynski is an author, speaker, and sports minister with over
three decades’ experience discipling college and professional athletes.
He’s written articles, essays, and training manuals on the intersection
of faith and sport, and recently co-wrote Away Game: A Christian
Parent’s Guide to Navigating Youth Sports (David C. Cook, July
2025) with Brian Smith. He’s the lead strategist for Content
Mercenaries, a ministry that creates, curates, and facilitates
conversations around great content for organizations pursuing a
Christian vision of life in culturally significant spaces, and the author
of Untangling Critical Race Theory: What Christians Need to Know
and Why It Matters (IVP, June 2024). He has two theological
degrees from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and a PhD in
American Culture Studies. He and his wife Amy have four children
and live in Xenia, OH.

https://athletesinaction.org/
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Damon Richardson is a Bible teacher, Christian apologist, and the
founder of UrbanLogia, an online theological and apologetics resource
dedicated to equipping believers with a strong biblical, theological, and
apologetic foundation. A native of Queens, NY, he has over 35 years of
ministry experience, having served in various leadership roles, including
church planter, senior pastor, and teaching pastor.

Damon is a sought-after itinerant preacher and teacher with a passion for
equipping ministers, church leaders, and believers in the areas of biblical
literacy, theology, and apologetics. Damon continues to spread his
ministry across the USA, Grand Cayman, Turks and Caicos, Jamaican
West Indies and South Africa. He is a contributing author to Urban
Apologetics, Volume 1: Restoring Black Dignity with the Gospel and
Urban Apologetics, Volume 2: Cults and Cultural Ideologies, and has also
written for Christianity Today.

Academically, Damon holds an M.A. in Religious Studies and is a Ph.D.
candidate (Spring 2025). He and his wife, Nadine, are proud parents of
four children—three sons and one daughter. They are active members of
Salem Missionary Baptist Church in Lilburn, GA, where Damon serves as
a Teaching Pastor.

https://urbanlogia.org/
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HOSTS

Pastor Henry J. Payden, Jr., has served in the Gospel preaching ministry
since 1980. He is currently the Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church in
Malvern, Ohio, where he has served now since July 21st, 1996.

First Baptist Church is a predominantly African American church
ministry, trusting Christ to reach a predominantly Appalachian rural
community. Like any ministry with challenges, First Baptist Church is a
steady instrument of Christ in its community, learning to love, and loving
to learn, ever growing in ministry outreach.

His education comes from attending Morehouse College, Atlanta,
Georgia, Maranatha Institute of the Bible, Cleveland, Ohio, The Moody
Bible Institute, Cleveland Extension, and currently at The Masters
International University of Divinity in Indiana. Pastor Payden is a bible
expositor, holding firm to the gospel and faithful biblical doctrine,
faithfully teaching the whole counsel of God’s Word, in the hope of seeing
God’s Word transform lives into mature believers. He has taught
numerous workshops and classes with the Ohio Christian Education
Association, Black Renaissance Ministries, and with the Cleveland City
Mission. He is an itinerant preacher and teacher throughout Northeast

Ohio.

Church and Culture Conference Ministries began with The State of the
Church in America Conference in 2021, held at Scranton Road Bible
Church, Cleveland, in response to the growing dissension in the
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evangelical church regarding ethnicity, and culture. In addition, the
political atmosphere which has grown increasingly volatile in recent years
prompted critical discussions concerning the role of Christians in society
as it related to justice, politics and culture. Pastor Payden has a vision to
have an annual conference that would address these and many other
concerns to understand them from a biblical perspective, to actively
dialogue with fellow brethren, even agreeing to disagree, and work
towards our kingdom unity together, confronting division and its
ideologies that currently permeate the Christian Church and prevent us
from the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace that we are commanded
to preserve (Ephesians 4:3).

Further, it was created to bring to an annual conference those preachers,
authors, and speakers who will unashamedly and boldly proclaim God’s
Word, presenting undeniable truths, facts, and information that will
hopefully convince those who are in opposition to follow God’s

commands in scripture.

Pastor Payden is a Cleveland, Ohio native currently residing in West
Akron, Ohio. Henry is married to Angela, and they have four children
and six grandchildren.

www.fbcmalvernoh.com

www.churchandcultureconference.com
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Moderator: Pastor Ben Torres, Hope Church, Chicago, IL

Ben Torres serves as lead pastor for Hope Church. His passion is
contextualizing Scripture’s timeless truths with clarity and making it
relevant to daily living. A seasoned minister, he has served as a campus
pastor, senior pastor, young adult pastor, and chaplain, and has lectured at
various colleges and conferences.

He also lends his marketing and branding expertise to churches in the
Chicagoland area. Ben is an alumnus of Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School and plans on pursuing his Ph.D.

Before serving as pastor, Ben was a creative visionary for Hasbro
Entertainment, directing a spectrum of iconic entertainment brands, such
as Star Wars, Transformers, and Spiderman, among many others. He has
also developed projects for Marvel Entertainment, Disney, and Mattel, to
name a few.

Most importantly he is a husband, father, and grandfather. The crown
jewel in his life is his 30-plus-year marriage to his wonderful wife Gina
and his five amazingly creative adult children. A native of the Cleveland
area, he is a die-hard Browns fan (Dog Pound for Life).

www.hopechurchcl.org
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Worship Leader: Pastor Byron Burns, The Chapel, Akron

Byron was born in Fort Worth Texas and raised by a loving Christian mother.
He attended Hope International University (formerly Pacific Christian College)
in Fullerton, California, acquiring a B.A. degree in Music Ministry. While
attending College, he also served in the Naval Reserve on the USS George
Phillips stationed out of Long Beach, CA.

Byron has been in church ministry for over 26 years and brings a vast amount
of knowledge and experience to music and worship ministry. After receiving
his B.A. in Music and Worship, he spent some time traveling as a Christian
artist and performed with numerous musicians, worship leaders, and groups.

In time, Byron’s love for worship leading and church ministry drew him into
full-time pastoral leadership. He has served in numerous churches of differing
denominations, sizes, and cultures and has been instrumental in helping
churches across the county grow and expand their ministries. He has also
coached and mentored many leaders within the sphere of worship, tech and
creative arts. This experience has uniquely positioned him with the ability to
understand the worship and pastoral needs of the local church.

He is currently serving as the full-time worship pastor at The Chapel in Akron,
OH. He has also been serving with Fishbowl Ministries offering hope,
encouragement, and friendship to pastors, with specific focus on worship, lead,
and campus pastors.

Byron is married to his wonderful wife, Brenda, and they have two beautifully
talented daughters, Anya and Alexis. They all share a love for music and the
arts. Byron’s favorite hobbies are golf, concerts, traveling, and musical theatre.
They all currently live in Northeast Ohio.

https://www.thechapel.life/
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PANELISTS

Pastor Kali Brandon, The Chapel in Green, Pastor Kali is the Director of
Local Outreach. He is a graduate of Grace College and Seminary and the former
chaplain of the University of Akron football team. He and his wife Yiniva have
three children. The Chapel in Green  https://tcig.org
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Dr. Steven F. Hyatt, PhD, Grace Church, Bath, OH, Raised in a Christ-
centered home, I came to faith at an early age and was baptized at seven. My
spiritual formation deepened through youth ministry at The Chapel in Akron,
Ohio, and a pastoral internship with Knute Larson affirmed my calling to
ministry. At Wheaton College, I majored in Bible and Theology and served in
urban ministry and overseas missions, later earning my MDiv from Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School in Chicago. My wife, Elissa and I joined Pioneers
to serve in China among the Hui, a Muslim people group, where we led a
church-planting team for seven years. After returning to the U.S. due to family
and health challenges, I experienced deep spiritual growth through suffering
and counseling. I then transitioned into teaching and mentoring, spending over
a decade educating students at Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy, Grace
College, and Moody Bible Institute. I’ve also served in church planting with
Christ Community Chapel and completed a PhD at Kent State University. My
forthcoming book is Christ-centered Education: Post-critical Pedagogy
(Bloomsbury, 2025). Across all contexts—missions, education, leadership, and
ministry—my calling remains unchanged: to exalt Christ, disciple others —
calling them into their own calling, and walk faithfully in the Spirit. Visit:
www.centeringchrist.com to find out more about Dr Hyatt’s availability for
speaking, culture classes, books, and more! Bath Campus | Know ILt.

Live It. Give It Away. https://bath.gracechurches.org
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Dr. L. David Kinlow, II, Pastor, Word of God Community Church, Canton,
OH

Senior Pastor, Dr. L. David Kinlow II, M.Min., D.D. - Word of God
Community Church

Pastor David Kinlow accepted Jesus Christ as his personal Savior in 1978 at
the age of nineteen. As he grew spiritually, his life was transformed and he
realized God’s extraordinary call for him as a Pastor-Teacher. During his 30+
years of ministry, Pastor Kinlow has led numerous souls to Christ and has been
faithful to provide life-changing Biblical teaching to his congregation and
others. He is devoted husband to Terri Kinlow for over 30 years of marriage,
and loving father to daughter, Miah.

Pastor Kinlow’s areas of expertise are: Biblical Expository Teaching, New
Testament Church and Ancient History

Bachelor’s degree Akron University - 1983
Ordained as a Minister of the Gospel - 1985

Masters degree in Ministry and Theology from Bethany Theological Seminary —
2007

DD degree (Doctor of Divinity) from Masters International School of Divinity
-2013 The Word of God Community Church
https://www.wogcchurch.org
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Dr. Kevin Jones, St. John Baptist Church, Springfield, OH, Dr. Kevin M.
Jones Sr. serves as Dean of the School of Education and Social Work at
Cedarville University, one of the associate pastors at St. John Baptist Church in
Springfield, Ohio, and Brand Manager for Lifeways’ The Gospel Project. He is
a native of West Louisville, Kentucky and has been married to his high school
sweetheart for 20 years. He and his high school sweetheart, Demica, have three
children: Kennedi, Kevin Jr, and Karsynn.

He is a graduate of Kentucky State University, earned two master’s degrees
from The University of Kentucky and earned his Doctorate in Educational
Leadership from Spalding University. He started his career as a first-grade
teacher and has served in public and Christian education institutions. Some of
his recent publications are, “Down to Character” a book examining the virtues
as taught by Booker T. Washington, “Ignite: Exploring the Romans to Set Your
Heart Ablaze”, “Reimagining Church as Family”, “The Armor of God Kids
Bible”, “Jesse Owens: A Life in American History”, “Perspectives on Family
Ministry,” Second Edition, and “Removing the Stain of Racism”. He serves as
Editor in Chief for, “Education Insights: A Journal of Research, Theory and
Practice.” He speaks at stateside and international conferences on education,
diversity, family ministry, fatherhood, and leadership.

https://saintiohnmbc.org
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Aaron R . John Baptist Church, Springfield, OH, Aaron Roy is married to
Sugar Roy (21 years this May!) and they have 3 kids, Aaron, Isaiah and Eden.

Aaron and his family church planted/pastored for 20 years in Chicago and the
Bay Area California. They moved to Springfield 6 years ago to seek God on their next
assignment. Aaron and Sugar both currently work at the Nehemiah Foundation, a
Christian Community Development organization that seeks to bring the shalom of
God in Springfield and Clark County. Aaron is also the director of Simunye, a racial

unity and racial justice ministry aimed at uniting the church in our city and county.
https://saintiohnmbc.org/
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Pastor Joe Caruso, Grace Church, Bath, OH, Joe and his wife, Mandy, have been a
part of Grace Church’s Bath Campus since July of 2008. Starting out in pastoral

oversight of local and global outreach, he has since served in various capacities and is
currently the Executive Campus Pastor. He works to connect and develop the needs
and the dreams of the church, the community and beyond with the leadership and
gifts of the body of Christ.

Having grown up in Barberton and subsequently living in Copley and Bath, he’s
always been passionate about his local community. Joe has received a degree in
Religious Studies at The College of Wooster and an MA in Christian Ministry
through Grace Seminary’s location in Akron. He serves on multiple boards, including
Love Akron, which serves as an intersectional hub, dedicated to unifying the colors,
cultures, and congregations to see Greater Akron thrive. He also serves with the
Charis Fellowship’s council, Rahab Ministries’ work with those who’ve been
trafficked, and LovePastors’ work to create life-giving environments and friendships
to those in spiritual leadership. He is the host of Mixed Messages with Jeff Bogue, a
conversational podcast offering clarity amidst the polarizing issues of the day, and Led
First, Lead Second, a leadership podcast aimed at encouraging healthy followership
and connection with Christ first.

Joe has been happily married to Mandy since 2006. They love having any kind of fun
together, from hikes and bike rides to watching a good TV series. They’re always
ready to find or make a great bite to eat. They have one daughter, Ainsley, who has
rocked them in the best of ways. Their dog, Dottie, adds the drama to their life. He
also loves Ohio State and Cleveland football, and is a huge Star Wars fan!

Bath Campus | Know It. Live It. Give It Away.

https://bath.gracechurches.org
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Panel Format:

>

>

Four questions per panel with 3 minute responses; Timer will manage
responses.

90 minutes per Panel; Two Time keepers: 1) Response Clock; 2) Panel
Clock

If no Questions by Audience through Slido, Prepared Questions will be
used.

Questions can be directed toward Panelists, or Moderator chooses as the
starting point; remaining Panelists can respond.

Keynote Speakers reserve the right of first priority to answer given
questions.

Not recommended, but Panelists can pass their turn to respond. Passed
time goes to the next Panelist.

‘We want to maintain timeliness at all times.

Churchandcultureconference.com, Forum page: Questions not
answered during conference will be placed on the website for Open
Forum discussions. We encourage everyone to sign up. Yes, it’s Free!

*+ Question selection priority by Pastor Payden and Pastor Torres
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

8:30 AM - Welcome, Pastor Payden; Prayer & Worship - Pastor Byron
Burns, The Chapel in Akron

[Prayer List: Will be passed around to everyone. Please feel free to “make your requests
known to God.”]

9:00 AM - Ed Uszynski, Critical Race Theory (CRT)
10:15 AM - Panel & Audience Q & A - Moderator: Pastor Ben Torres

11:15 AM - Prayer &Worship & Free Will Offering

(also through Givelify: www.fbcmalvernoh.com)

11:30 AM - Sack Lunch & Fellowship

12:15 PM - Prayer &Worship - Pastor Byron Burns, The Chapel in Akron

12:30 PM - Damon Richardson, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI)

1:45 PM - Panel & Audience Q & A - Moderator: Pastor Ben Torres

2:45 PM - Special Prayer Call of Prayer List

[Prayer List: Will be passed around to everyone. Please feel free to “make your requests
known to God.”]

3:00 PM - Benediction & Dismissal
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CONFERENCE SUGGESTED
BOOKLIST

WHATCHRISTIANS HEEDTD | .
KNOW AND WHY IT WATTERS | Dr. Ed Uszynsk1

Untangling Critical Race Theory - What Christians Need To Know and
‘Why It Matters

Dr. Eric Mason

Urban Apologetics - Restoring Black Dignity with the Gospel
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Dr. Eric Mason

Urban Apologetics - Cults & Cultural Ideologies - Biblical &
Theological Challenges Facing Christians

L]
<AIC MASEN

WOKE
CHURCH

V7 | Dr. Eric Mason

The Woke Church - An Urgent Call for Christians in America but to
Confront Racism & Injustice

Dr. Robert P. Jones

White Too Long - The Legacy of White Supremacy in American
Christianity

Dr. Robert P. Jones

The Hidden Roots of White Supremacy - and the Path to a Shared
American Future
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Christian Dr. Robert P. Jones

Robert % Jones

The End of White Christian America

Patrick Kahnke

AGA Seduction - Resisting The Debasement of The Christian
Conscience

Tim Alberta

The Kingdom, The Power, and The Glory - American
Evangelicals in an Age of Extremism

Amy Hawk

The

Judas Iiffect

#hﬁ-"&,w»

The Judas Effect - How Evangelicals Betrayed Jesus for Power
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White Lies - Nine Ways to Expose and Resist the Racial
Systems That Divide Us

Tom Schaller & Paul
Waldman
Daniel Hill
White Awake - An Honest Look at What It Means To Be
White
Daniel Hill

Divided By Faith - Evangelical Religion and the Problem of Race in
America

Michael O. Emerson

Northeast Ohio Church & Culture
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Testimony - Inside The Evangelical Movement That Failed A
Generation

Jon Ward

Northeast Ohio Church & Culture
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